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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

Attached hereto is a copy of a Japanese Official Action dated February 18, 2003, along 
with an English translation thereof, Form PTO-1449, and copies of the nine cited references listed 
therein. 
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There are three references which are in a foreign language. However, a concise 
explanation is not required because this non-English citation was cited in a search report by a 
foreign patent office. In such a situation, the requirement for a concise explanation of relevance 
is satisfied by submitting an English language version of the search report. Such English language 
version of the search report is enclosed herewith. (See MPEP, Section 609A(3), pages 600-100 
and 600-101 , Rev. 1 , Feb. 2000). Accordingly, a concise explanation relating to this non-English 
citation is not required. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to issuance of the first Official 
Action. Therefore, there is no charge for filing this IDS. 
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